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" The commission went finally to Constantinople, where a serious 
epidemic might have dire consequences to Europe, in view of its 
considerable commerce with the West. * * * 

"From the epidemic point of view Constantinople of to-day is the 
powder magazine of Europe and presents special dangers. A 
plague appeared in 1919, and vigorous action was taken under the 
supervision of the medical officers of the Allied forces. Vaccination 
against smallpox and preventive inoculation have also been carried 
out on a very large scale. But Constantinople, with a population of 
well over a million, still lacks an infectious diseases hospital and a 
cleansing station which can deal with typhus and relapsing fever, 
and other sanitary machinery. The water may readily become pol- 
luted, and this may produce an epidemic of cholera on a very large 
scale. 

"These facts, stated boldly in the report by men who, owing to 
their scientific training, are careful to avoid exaggerated language, 
deserve consideration. * * * 

"The report of this commission, read in conjunction with a report 
of the conference held in the spring of this year at Warsaw, makes it 
clear that the British Government, in conjunction with other allied 
governments, have difficult health problems to face in the guarding 
of the sanitary frontiers of western Europe, which stretch from the 
Baltic along the lines of the boundaries of western Russia, through 
the Straits of the Bosporus and the basin of the eastern Mediter- 
ranean as far as the Red Sea. 

"The need of defending this frontier can not make the dramatic 
appeal of a war between contending armies. But from the point qf 
view of the health of the western peoples, upon which our future 
prosperity and contentment depend, it is as imperative that our medi- 
cal advisers should be given the means to preserve the sanitary 
cordon as intact as possible, as it was necessary in 1918 to resist 
the attempt of the Teutonic Powers to break through the Channel 
ports. * * * " 



RESULTS OF VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL. 1 

A gratifying improvement in the mortality from the venereal 
diseases is shown by the figures for industrial policyholders of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. during the last four years. Since 
1917, the rate for syphilis and its principal sequelae 2 has declined 21 
per cent, the figure for 1921 being 13.1 per 100,000, as compared with 
16.6 in the earlier year. The interesting fact is that while there was 



i From the Statistical Bulletin of the Metropolitan Lite Insurance Co., June, 1922, p. 4. 
s Locomotor ataxia and general paralysis of the insane. 
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a considerable increase each year from 1911 to 1917, there has been 
a sharp drop in recent years. What makes this change very significent 
is the fact that physicians are now reporting syphilis and its sequelae 
more and more accurately and frankly on death certificates. The 
decline which has been registered has therefore been accomplished 
in spite of the better reporting. There is undoubtedly much less 
mortality from venereal disease than there was 10 years ago. The 
death rate seems to have reached a fairly stable figure at about 13 
per 100,000, a new level from which may be measured the decline of 
the future experience for this disease. 

The decline is most decided in the case of syphilis alone rather than 
for the other two diseases, which are late manifestations of syphilitic 
infection. A careful < examination of the figures for age indicates, 
furthermore, that the difference between the rates for 1917 and for 
1921 is chiefly accounted for by the lowering of the rates in the age 
period between 25 and 55 years. We may venture the suggestion 
that- this improvement in the early and middle years of life is the 
result of increasing effectiveness in the treatment of syphilis. Pos- 
sibly we may also give credit to the measures to control this disease 
initiated during the war by the several private agencies acting in 
cooperation with the Government. It would be very interesting to 
watch the figures for syphilis during the next few years to see whether 
similar or even more accentuated declines are continued. 



MORTALITY AND BIRTH RATES, FIRST QUARTER, 1922. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF PROVISIONAL FIGURES MADE BY THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS. 

Provisional Mortality Figures. 

The Department of Commerce announces that provisional mor- 
tality figures compiled by the Bureau of the Census indicate higher 
death rates for the first quarter of 1922 than for the corresponding 
quarter of 1921. Fo.r the States compared, the death rate for the 
first quarter of 1922 was 13.7 against 12.6 for the first quarter of 
1921. The highest mortality rate for the quarter is shown for the 
District of Columbia (17.6), and the lowest for Wyoming (9.6). 
These early figures forecast for the year 1922 a higher rate for the 
death registration area than the record low rate (11.7) for the year 
1921. 



